MASHAM PARISH COUNCIL
Mashamshire Community Office, Little Market Place, Masham, Ripon, HG4 4DY
Office hours: Monday 13:00-15:00 & Wednesday 11:00-15:00
Tel: 01765 680205
E-mail: mashamparishclerk@gmail.com

Chair: Councillor lan Johnson — Vice Chair: Councillor Jane Place - Clerk to the Council: David Scurrah

MINUTES OF THE MASHAM PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF 1* September, 2025

PRESENT:

Parish Council: Cllr lan Johnson (Chair), Clir Jane Place (Vice Chair), Clir Flo Grainger, Clir John Ellis, Clir
Rosemary Blades, Cllr Ben Rodney (to item 7, not returning), Clir Peter Weatherill, Clir Val Broadley,
ClIr Colin Barker, with David Scurrah (Parish Clerk).

Present: 7 Members of Public (MoP).
1. APOLOGIES

Clir Neil Pickard, Cllr Robert Greensit, County CliIr Felicity Cunliffe-Lister

2. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS

None declared

3. APROVAL OF THE MINUTES

3.1 Minutes of the Monthly Meeting held 4" August, 2025. It was proposed by ClIr Broadley
and seconded by ClIr Place that the Minutes be formally approved as a true and accurate
record and for the Chair to sign. All those at the meeting and who were present voted in
favour. Action: CLERK.

4. PLANNING MATTERS

e DCPCAMEN 6.3.363.FULMAJ HGT22/03438/FULMAJ: LOCATION Fields to North and South of
Swinton Road, Masham, North Yorkshire. Following discussions about the revised planning
application, the Council reviewed the previous objections to the proposed development. The
Council resolved to respond with Option D - The Council Objects on the ground previously
submitted and additionally raises concerns about the loss of amenity for the existing
Swinburn Road properties. Detailed response available on NYC website.

e Additional Planning Matters — Appendix A

o Workshop Rear Of Wensleydale Garage, Leyburn Road, Masham — GRANTED
SUBJECT TO CONDITIONS

o Chapel House, 8 Morton Row, Masham, North Yorkshire HG4 4HR - Erection of single
storey rear extension. Proposed replacement roof covering. Installation of 2no. roof
lights to front and 2no. roof lights to rear. - GRANTED SUBJECT TO CONDITIONS

5. FINANCIAL MATTERS

5.1 Acceptance of the Advice of Receipts and Payments via BACS, set up by the Clerk and to
be authorised, the Council RESOLVED to accept the advice. Details of the Council’s balances
are shown at Appendix B. Action: Clerk
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5.2 Budget for 2025/26 — Initial considerations. The Council discussed the current financial
position, including the expected spend for the remainder of the 2025/26 financial period.
David Scurrah confirmed that he had sent out a forecast for the remainder of the year for
review in order for it to be included in the new accounting software and requested
comments and feedback for the same. The subject and an example of the potential cost to
households for a precept was discussed. Further discussion to be undertaken in a meeting
later in this calendar year.

6. MASHAMSHIRE COMMUNITY OFFICE UPDATE

None available.

7. HIGH STREET BID & FUNDING

7.1 ClIr Johnson confirmed that there appears to be enough left in the budget for the
planters, provided under this scheme, to re-stock them at the back end of the year and in
spring. Sponsors for the ongoing upkeep and replanting may be sought at a later date.
Action Clir Johnson.

7.2 CliIr Johnson confirmed that the blue plagues to be placed at various locations,
celebrating local characters, are imminent.

No further updates were provided.

8. WEBSITE & EMAIL

8.1 Following research into potential providers, David Scurrah invited a representative of
WIPS (of Bedale) to attend the meeting in order to highlight the need for a Council
controlled email system and compliant website in light of the new AGAR assertion 10 which
will form part of the audit in 2026 (for the current year). Following a discussion about the
pros and cons of using such an email system and the associated requirement for compliance
on the website, the Council RESOLVED to use WJPS to provide a “.gov.uk” domain, a
compliant email system for all Councillors and a revised compliant website using the new
domain.

9. SHOOTING HOLME DRAINAGE

9.1 ClIr Ellis confirmed that, following last month’s visit by the water diviner, large maps are
required to record details of pipe runs identified for future reference. Maps for Yorkshire
Water to be located to review and combine details. Action: Clerk, Clir Place, Clir Ellis.

10. MASHAM FLOOD PREVENTION

10.1 CliIr Johnson confirmed that NYC have offered “L” flood prevention barriers but require
them to be collected from Malton. Clirs Johnson & Ellis to collect. Action Cllr Johnson, Clir
Ellis.

11. TOWN CAR PARKING & FOOTFALL

11.1 Clir Johnson confirmed that he intends to approach walking groups to request them
to use the long stay car park for park and walk meetings/events. Action: Clir Johnson

12. MASHAM MARKET

12.1 ClIr Grainger advised that a trader had requested the dates for Sunday markets for
2026. These have yet to be agreed and will be reviewed at a future meeting.



12.2 ClIr Grainger also advised that there remain 3 stalls whose insurance is due for
renewal in the coming weeks and confirmed that she would be following up for sight of their
new certificates. Action: Cllr Grainger.

12.3 ClIr Johnson advised that there had been a request for an additional bakery stall to
stand only on a Saturday. Following discussions about the number of stalls and local business
that sell baked goods, the Council RESOLVED to add the prospective stall holder to a waiting
list and to contact them when a vacancy in that market segment arises. Action Clerk.

13. NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

13.1 ClIr Grainger confirmed that the policy intention document has been finalised. It will
be distributed to the community for consultation in the coming weeks. The policy document
contains plans specifically tailored to the needs of Masham. The importance of a high
response rate was noted in order to confirm the validity of the plan, adding weight to the
proposals therein when presented to NYC. Action NHP committee.

PUBLIC INTERVAL

A representative of the Peacock & Verity project charity updated the meeting on the current
status of the venture. Committed funding is available for the main restoration project
subject to the charity having full ownership of the building. A community share offer is
ongoing. The charity have applied for Mayoral funding to undertake some remedial work
before winter, in order to protect the building, should the main portion of the funding not
be available before that time.

A second member of the public reports a breaking up of the road surface on Fearby road,
close to the junction. ClIr Place offered to report the matter on the North Yorkshire Council
website. The same member of the public suggested that the grass on the Westholme Road
had grown to an extent that it would probably cause an issue of flooding as it is encroaching
into the beck and as such will restrict the flow of water in times of heavy rainfall. The belief
is that NYC own the land on or in the beck and therefore MPC to approach Highways to raise
the matter. Action: Clerk

A third member of the public questioned the need for the “.gov.uk” domain and email
structure that the Council resolved to adopt earlier in the meeting. It was explained that in
extreme cases, freedom of information act enquiries may result in the requirement for a
third party to have access to any email account used by a Councillor or Clerk. The new
website, domain and email structure provides a framework for the Council to operate in that
affords clarity, transparency and security for all those involved.

The same member of the public questioned how the neighbourhood plan is to be distributed
as they were concerned about how the Council may get any individual’s email addresses. It
was confirmed that the document would not be directly emailed out, but distributed by
other means.

The final request of the member of the public was identify all Councillors present. All
Councillors introduced themselves.

A fourth member of the public questioned why the plans for the houses on Swinton Road
appear to include areas on both sides of the road. It was explained by ClIr Johnson that the



reason was to include the works for flood prevention on the plan, that are part of the
scheme.

14. NYCLOCAL PLAN

No further update.

15. UPDATE FROM COUNCILLOR FELICITY CUNLIFFE- LISTER

None available.

16. HIGHWAYS MATTERS

16.1 ClIr Johnson confirmed that Silver Street works have been undertaken to repair the
road surface. Cllr Blades noted at there is now a worsened issue with standing water
following the repair work. NYC to be notified. Action: Clerk

16.2 ClIr Grainger requested noted that the road surface past Lamb Hill has deteriorated to
a significant extent. NYC to be notified. Action: Cllr Garinger

16.3 Cllr Weatherill noted that the raised drain on the edge of the A1068 at the first
corner, before the bridge, entering Masham is still unaltered. It was confirmed that it has
been reported several times.

17. OUTDOOR MAINTENANCE CONTRACT TENDER 2026-2029

17.1 Clir Place confirmed that two separate tenders had been prepared in preparation for
them being distributed/advertised to invite services supplier to quote for the next three
years’ outdoor work. Action: Clerk

17.2 Clir Place proposed that Martin Wilkinson continues to manage the grass cutting on
High Ellington Green for the next three years on the basis that he is best placed to do it due
to its isolation and the minimal amount of work involved. The Council RESOLVED to accept
the proposal. Action: Clerk

17.3 ClIr Graingr requested that a service provider be sought for the maintenance of
footpaths during winter months. To be added to the agenda for October meeting. Inspection
of grit levels in the bins to be undertaken. Action: Clerk, Clir Ellis.

18. TITTYBOTTLE PARK & MARKET PLACE INSPECTION

18.1 CliIr Pickard was due to have undertaken the monthly checks and leave the report with
Clir Broadley. In his absence, it was agreed that the checks were to be undertaken for August
check sheet, by Clir Ellis. Checks made at the end of the month to be completed by ClIr
Grainger. Action: Clerk, Clir Ellis, Clir Grainger.

19. TARMAC ON THE SHOOTING HOLME

19.1 Cllr Weatherill confirmed that the piles of soil and surface chipping await being used in
school when making a path. Some of the tarmac chipping will be used to repair potholes in
the car park. It was noted that users of the car park had removed cones placed there to
prevent its use during works using heavy machinery, on the allocated day. Therefore
planned works could not be undertaken due to private vehicles being parked on site. Action:
Clir Weatherill

20. FINGER POST SIGNS




20.1 CllIr Johnson confirmed that the finger post sign will be repainted next year. He
acknowledged that there are still two new signs to be added to the post. A list of subscribers
to be collated and approached for renewal. Action: Cllr Johnson, Clerk

21. HEIGHT BARRIER SIGNAGE

21.1 It was noted that there have been several instances of visitors using the car park for
overnight parking. It is assumed that some local users are opening the barrier and not
closing it after use, thus allowing access to people who intend to stay overnight. Clir Place
requested that a budget be agreed for the purchase of a sign and Clirs Johnson, Place and
the Clerk, agree wording for same. The Council RESOLVED to limit the spend, for a sign, to
£250. Action: Clerk, Clir Place, Clir Johnson

22, COMMUTED SUMS FUNDS ALLOCATION

No further update.

23. OUTDOOR MAINTENANCE - INCLUDING WILLOW TREE

23.1 CllIr Johnson confirmed that he had spoken to a tree surgeon who could undertake the
work to remove the damaged limb and crown lift the tree, quote would be provided to all
Councillors in the coming days. Action: Clir Johnson.

23.2 ClIr Place noted that the rea behind the goal posts on the rec requires topping off but
ground is currently too rough to use gang mowers. To be resolved before next season. Action:
Cllr Weatherill, Clir Place.

24. CLERKS REPORT

24.1 David Scurrah confirmed that MPC had been contacted by NYC following a
communication to them about the Commuted Sums and their allocation. He confirmed to
NYC that MPC understand that they may have some input into decisions made, if and when
the funds are re-allocated to the Oaks play area, but that the final decisions will be made by
NYC.

24.2 A proposed budget had been circulated by David Scurrah requesting feedback and/or
comments relating to the remaining part of the 2025/26 financial year. This information can
be adjusted but it is proposed that the figures contained therein will form part of the control
and reporting available from the Alpha accounting software.

24.3 David Scurrah confirmed his intention to take leave in the week commencing 27"
October, returning 3™ November.

25. CO-OPTION OF COUNCILLOR TO FILL VACANCY

25.1 ClIr Johnson confirmed that all Councillors had received the letter from the two
applicants for co-option. He then read out the application message from candidate 1.
Following that candidate 2 read out their own application.

25.2 The public were then asked to leave the Committee room whilst the Councillors
discussed the applicants, their strengths and areas of experience. Following the discussion,
the public were invited to return to witness the vote.

25.3 The Council then voted in public and RESOLVED to co-opt Melanie St John Lewis to the
vacant Councillor post.

26. DATE OF NEXT MEETING

26.1 Monday 6™ October, 2025



CLOSURE: The Meeting closed at 21:07
Dated 26/09/2025

To view our General Privacy Notice please go to https://www.mashamparishcouncil.com/gdpr.html|
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