
 

 

MASHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
Mashamshire Community Office, Little Market Place, Masham, Ripon, HG4 4DY 

Office hours: Monday 13:00-15:00 & Wednesday 11:00-15:00  
Tel: 01765 680205 

E-mail: mashamparishclerk@gmail.com 
 

Chair: Councillor Ian Johnson – Vice Chair: Councillor Jane Place - Clerk to the Council: David Scurrah 
 

MINUTES OF THE MASHAM PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF 2nd JUNE 2025 
 

PRESENT: 
 

Parish Council: Cllr Ian Johnson (Chair), Cllr Jane Place (Vice-Chair) Cllr Rosemary Blades, Cllr Flo 
Grainger, Cllr Neil Pickard, and Cllr Peter Weatherill, Cllr Val Broadley, County Cllr Felicity Cunliffe-
Lister (present for item 16) with David Scurrah (Parish Clerk).  
 
Present: 7 Members of Public (MoP). 
 

1. APOLOGIES 
 

Cllr Ben Rodney, Cllr Robert Greensit, Cllr Colin Barker 
It was noted that Cllr James Gregg had resigned. The vacant position is to be advertised prior 
to the next meeting. Action: Clerk 

 
2. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
 

None declared 
 

3. APROVAL OF THE MINUTES 
 

3.1 Minutes of the Monthly Meeting held 6th May, 2025. It was proposed by Cllr Pickard and 
seconded by Cllr Weatherill that the Minutes be formally approved as a true and accurate 
record and for the Chair to sign. All those at the meeting and who were present voted in 
favour. Action: CLERK. 

 
4. PLANNING MATTERS 
 

4.1   TPO 25/01262/TPO Location: 3 Swinburn Court Masham North Yorkshire HG4 4HJ  
PROPOSAL:  Lateral reduction (by up to 1m from roadside) of 2no. Cherry (T1 and T2) of 
Provisional Tree Preservation Order 20/2025, and lateral reduction (by up to 1m from 
property boundary) – The Council RESOLVED to support the application. Action: Clerk 
 
4.2    25/01554/PNA Location: Roomer Farm Roomer Lane Swinton North Yorkshire HG4 4JW 
PROPOSAL:  Circular concrete slurry store with PVC coated fabric cover - The Council 
RESOVED to support the application. Action: Clerk 
 

• Additional Planning Matters – Appendix A 

HGTZC25/00150/DVCMAJ PROPOSAL: Section 73 application for the variation of 
condition 2 of permission ZC24/00365/DVCMAJ to allow for the changed size of two 
grain stores originally permitted by application 22/02556/FULMAJ – APPROVED by 
NYC, subject to conditions 
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PP-13822500 - Erection of first floor extensions, alterations to fenestration and 

replacement windows with uPVC heritage units. APPROVED by NYC, subject to 

conditions 

 4.3    A member of the public advised that he understood there had been a complaint by 

another member of the public relating to works undertaken to create off-road parking at his 

residence. He stipulated that he was in receipt of an email from NYC Highways Dept. 

confirming their approval for the creation of a dropped kerb. For information, should the 

matter be presented to the Parish Council in the future. 
 

5.  FINANCIAL MATTERS 

5.1    Acceptance of the Advice of Receipts and Payments via BACS, set up by the Clerk and to 
be authorised, the Council RESOLVED to accept the advice, subject to correction of the dates 
for income period. Details of the Council’s balances are shown at Appendix B. Action: Clerk 

6.  NEIGHBOURHOOD POLICING TEAM REPORT 

6.1 A report had not been provided. David Scurrah had emailed the Police Officer who had 
previously provided the report and was advised that, due to the significant shortage of 
Officers, it would no longer be possible for them to provide a regular report. Item to be 
removed from future agendas. Action: Clerk 

 

7.  MASHAMSHIRE COMMUNITY OFFICE UPDATE 
 

7.1 A short verbal report advised that MCO had filled all four vacancies they recently had 
available. Hayley Jackson confirmed that a full report would be available for the next 
meeting. 
 

8.  HIGH STREET BID & FUNDING 
 

8.1    Cllr Johnson confirmed that the High Street bid had been successful and MCO are due 
to receive £44k to apportion between various projects within Masham, including £2,400 for 
troughs and planters. Several other projects including a “Blue Plaque” scheme, “Peculier of 
Masham” branding etc. 
 
8.2    Helen Williams (Communities Locality Lead Skipton & Ripon) attended the meeting and 
outlined the Council Locality Plans. The plans are to compliment the Neighbourhood Plan 
and will be used to formulate strategies for the development of Towns and areas within 
North Yorkshire. This will include spending in consultation with groups and stakeholders at 
ground level.  
 
8.3    Cllr Pickard asked: Why was Masham chosen as a priority? Helen advised that as the 
community partnerships within Masham were already forming in the guises of Mashamshire 
Community Office, Masham Futures etc. it made sense to work with Masham from an early 
stage. 

 
8.4    Cllr Pickard highlighted the flooding issues from which Masham suffers and asked that 
these issues are prioritised in terms of spending and support within any plans formulated.  
 

 
 



 

 

9.  LONG COURSE WEEKEND 
  

9.1 Cllr Johnson advised that two meetings were due to be held with the LCW organisers 
including a local meeting of stakeholders and an additional separate meeting with residents 
who had concerns regarding the event. 
 
9.2   Cllr Johnson also advised that the running course on the Sunday of the event, has been 
re-routed in order to improve access.  

 
10.    SHOOTING HOLME DRAINAGE 
 

10.1    Cllr Ellis is still awaiting a meeting with his water diviner contact who is away, currently. 
Action: Cllr Ellis.  

 
11.    MASHAM FLOOD PREVENTION 
 

11.1    Nothing to report currently due, in part, to extremely dry weather, though Cllr Broadley 
reported still no new sandbags received. Action NYC 

 
12.    TOWN CAR PARKING & FOOTFALL 

12.1    Cllr Johnson advised that he will try and contact walking groups using the market 

square to request that they use the long stay car park when undertaking longer and/or 

organised walks. Action Cllr Johnson 

12.2    Cllr Place advised that evidence has suggested that the QR codes available for honesty 

box parking are not being used, as they’re not visually noticeable. She requested that the QR 

codes are printed on a coloured background and additionally repeated on the donation box 

itself, in order to highlight the alternative to cash. Action: Clerk 

13.   MASHAM MARKET 
 

13.1    Cllr Grainer advised that all trader’s insurance certificates have been verified and 
provided a printed report as a record.  
13.2    A representative (MoP) of Peacock & Verity requested that they have a stall to raise 
awareness of the charity. The Council RESOLVED to offer a free stall to P & V, date to be 
advised.  
13.3    The Council discussed an application for a further Sweet vendor to have a stall on the 
market. It was felt that the vendor be advised of the difficulties created by having too many 
sellers of similar products in the town, but were welcome to attend. Action: Clerk 

 

14.    MARKET RISK ASSESSMENT 
 

14.1    Cllrs Grainger advised that an agreed maximum wind speed of 21 mph has been chosen, 
to require the closure of the market, based on the NABMA recommended weather states. Cllr 
Johnson produced a form to use when stall holders elect to remain, to service pre-arranged 
orders. The Council RESOLVED to accept the procedure proposal. Action: Clerk 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

15.    NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 

15.1    Cllr Pickard informed the Council that a Draft Policy Intentions Document is almost 

complete and will be distributed online. Some hard copies will be made available in MCO. 

Distribution planned for the end of July with a return date of some point in September. 

16.      UPDATE FROM COUNCILLOR FELICITY CUNLIFFE- LISTER 

  16.1    Update can be viewed at: 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1RJbf6peB776XhT-
xzTBRoSEG4zvssxfO/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=104671241217414539581&rtpof=true
&sd=true 

 
PUBLIC INTERVAL 
 

One member of the public suggested that as well as attempting to secure the funding for the 
Oaks Play Area, a survey of the residents of that area would clarify views in respect of what 
would be the best use for the space. 
 
A second member of the public raised the continuing issue of un-swept paths around 
Masham. Cllr Felicity Cunliffe-Lister confirmed that this issue is being progressed with NYC 
Highways dept. 
 
A third member of the public noted that there was to be a programme about Masham and, 
in particular, the Peacock and Verity project, shown on Channel 4 at 8pm, Sunday 8th June. 
Plans are being formulated to accommodate visitors who may come to Masham expecting to 
see the shop open. 

 
17.   HIGHWAYS MATTERS 
 

17.1    Cllr Weatherill reiterated that the kerbs and high drains on the corner before the 
bridge on the A6108 are not suitable for the purpose. The kerbs that have been replaced 
once are already appear to be loosening and the drain cover that is on the outside of the 
corner remains a dangerous condition/position. Action Clerk 

 
17.2    Cllr Place advised that the double yellow lines (on the A6108, opposite Wensleydale 
Garage) promised by Hambleton District Council (approx. 3 years ago) are being followed up. 
Action: Cllr Place 
 

18.   TITTYBOTTLE PARK 

 
18.1 Cllr Weatherill confirmed that following inspection, the only new item relating to 
Tittybottle Park is that there is a buildup moss on the path on the Silver Street entrance to the 
park. The Council RESOLVED to task Will Benson to spray the area. Action: Cllr Place 
 
18.2  Cllr Grainger agreed to undertake the June inspection of the Park, Market Place and 
Dixon Keld steps.  Action: Cllr Grainger 
 
 
 

 



 

 

19.   DOG WASTE BINS 
 

19.1    Cllr Johnson and one member of the public have requested a review of the number of 
dog waste bins. Prices to be confirmed for meeting on 7th July. Action: Cllr Place 
 

20.   FINGER POST SIGNS 
 
20.1    Cllr John confirmed that he is going to produce the sign for Day Lewis as soon as 
possible. 
20.2    David Scurrah confirmed that the four year period of signs is approximately complete 
and the Council resolved to re-charge those businesses and attractions who wish to renew 
their subscription for a further four years. Action: Clerk 
   

21.   CHRISTMAS LIGHTS 
 

21.1    The Chair of the Masham Christmas Lights Association confirmed that as yet, no quotes 
for putting up the lights have been received from local contractors. 
21.2    It was confirmed that Charleston of Bradford have quoted £6,275 for the placement of 
the Christmas lights. 
21.3    MCLA suggested that for the 2025 Christmas lights, they would prefer to use the 
Charleston and they would contribute £2,000 towards the cost and asked that MPC contribute 
towards the required balance.  
21.4    MPC agreed to calculate an available budget limit for the Christmas lights based on, 
among other things, their budgeted annual S137 (limited) spend.  Action: Clerk, All Cllrs. 
 

22.   DECORATIVE PLANTERS    
 
22.1    Cllr Place is currently improving the current planters and using bark to suppress weeds 
growth in planters on the cobbles and Masham entrance signs. Action: Cllr Place 
22.2    Cllr Johnson reiterated that there is a budget of £2,400 (approx.) for planters/contents 
from the High Street Fund. Action: Cllr Johnson 

 
23.   RECREATIONAL FACILITY OF OLDER TEENAGERS 
 

23.1    Communications between Cllr Pickard and NYC are ongoing to try and establish the 
actual available funding and the area in which it will be spent and additionally how much 
input to the decisions making process MPC will have. Action: Cllr Pickard. 

 
24.   PARISH CARETAKER WORK 

 

24.1    Monthly checks completed.  

24.2   Contractor has been requested to sweep Dixon Keld steps. And added them to his 

monthly checks when mowing the grass. Action: Cllr Johnson, Clerk 

24.3    Cllr Place advised that one of the trees on the cobbles is exhibiting signs of stagging 

and this should be noted in the next tree survey commissioned by MPC. 

24.4    Following a more detailed inspection, quotes will be sought for 7m2 of cobble 

repair/relay for the area between the market cross and the Barclays (West) end, of cobbled 

area and additionally in front of the snake bench at the foot of the cross. Action Cllr Place, 

Cllr Johnson, Clerk. 



 

 

24.5    Cllr Weatherill confirmed that there remain two pot holes on the marketplace, close 

to the disabled parking area and near the flagpole. Action: Cllr Johnson to speak to a local 

contractor.  

24.6    Cllr Place also advised that the contractor had noted that the amount of silting on the 

cobbles allows for the rapid re-emergence of weeds following spraying and a thorough clean 

is necessary. The contractor has quoted £340 for the cleaning of cobbles including the hire 

cost of the machine to do so, but also stipulated he would prefer to do the works in late 

autumn which Cllr Johnson confirmed would fit in with MPC notice to Bordar House Teas for 

the period of non-use for repair and restoration works. 

24.7    Cllr Pickard questioned one of the charges for grass cutting. This was as stipulated in 

the schedule of works given to the contractor and therefore should be subject to review on 

contract renewal. Action: Cllr Place  

25. CLERK’S REPORT 
 

25.1    Auditors report highlighted that he would again advise the use of a safe for any 
monies held overnight in the Clerk’s Office. Action: Clerk 

25.2    Keys to be removed from the Clerk’s drawer in the office so that any person doesn’t 
have access to the MPC filing cabinets. Action: Clerk 

25.3    The auditor also questions if the play park equipment was inspected by a suitably 
qualified agent. Clerk to investigate the process as Cllrs believe that an inspector generally 
contacts the Parish Council to advise that checks are due. Action: Clerk 

25.4    Auditor also noted that from a data security point of view, using a memory stick or 
external drive is high risk in terms of data loss, damage or theft and should be reverted to a 
secure Cloud location. Action: Clerk 

25.5    Speed activated signage – no further update. 

25.6    Chain of Office – Further investigation into the addition of “tags” required. 

25.7    The use of a financial app. – Clerk suggested that it would be beneficial to the Council 
to use a Financial Software programme in order to monitor and manage the finances of the 
Council securely, more easily and more accurately. Clerk to email round details of the 
suggested app for Council’s consideration, prior to next meeting and for approval of the 
expenditure of approximately £300. Action: Clerk 

 
27.  CORRESPONDENCE FOR DISCUSSION.  
 

27.1 Items discussed above for market stall (It. 13.2) and Peacock and Verity stall (It. 13.3) 

28.   DATE OF NEXT MEETINGS 
 

28.1 Monday 7th July, 2025 
 

CLOSURE: The Meeting closed at 21:16pm. 
 

Dated 17/06/2025 
 

To view our General Privacy Notice please go to https://www.mashamparishcouncil.com/gdpr.html 
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