MASHAM PARISH COUNCIL
Mashamshire Community Office, Little Market Place, Masham, Ripon, HG4 4DY
Office hours: Monday 13:00-15:00 & Wednesday 11:00-15:00
Tel: 01765 680205
E-mail: mashamparishclerk@gmail.com

Chair: Councillor lan Johnson — Vice Chair: Councillor Jane Place - Clerk to the Council: David Scurrah

MINUTES OF THE MASHAM PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF 4" August, 2025

PRESENT:

Parish Council: ClIr lan Johnson (Chair), ClIr Jane Place (Vice Chair) Clir Flo Grainger, Clir John Ellis, ClIr
Rosemary Blades, Clir Neil Pickard, Clir Peter Weatherill, Cllr Val Broadley, Clir Colin Barker, County
ClIr Felicity Cunliffe-Lister (item 14-15) with David Scurrah (Parish Clerk).

Present: 7 Members of Public (MoP).
1. APOLOGIES

Clir Ben Rodney, Clir Robert Greensit

2. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS

None declared

3. APROVAL OF THE MINUTES

3.1 Minutes of the Monthly Meeting held 7™ July, 2025. It was proposed by ClIr Ellis and
seconded by ClIr Grainger that the Minutes be formally approved as a true and accurate record
and for the Chair to sign. All those at the meeting and who were present voted in favour.
Action: CLERK.

4. PLANNING MATTERS

e 25/02208/FUL LOCATION: Chapel House 8 Morton Row Masham North Yorkshire HG4
4HR. PROPOSAL: Erection of single storey rear extension. Proposed replacement roof
covering. Installation of 2no. roof lights to front and 2no. roof lights to rear.

The Council RESOLVED to respond with Option “A - The Parish Council has no
objections.”

e 25/02354/FUL LOCATION: 6 Market Place Masham North Yorkshire HG4 4EB
PROPOSAL: Change of use from annex to single dwelling with associated extension and
boundary treatments. The Council RESOLVED to respond with Option “C - The Parish
Council does not object to or support the application but wishes to make comments or
seek safeguards as set out below: Concern expressed in relation to the loss of a parking
space for the existing dwelling and no parking available for the proposed new dwelling”.

e 25/01962/FUL LOCATION: Land To The East Of The Swinton Estate, east of Swinton
Road And South Of Masham Golf Course. PROPOSAL: Installation of ground mounted
solar panels, landscaping and associated works. The Council RESOLVED to respond with
Option “D - The Parish Council supports the application..”

e Additional Planning Matters — Appendix A

o 21/05079/FUL Section 73 application for the variation of Condition 2 LOCATION:
Firth House Farm Haregill Bank High Ellington North Yorkshire HG4 4PR DECISION:
Refused.


mailto:mashamparishclerk@gmail.com

5. FINANCIAL MATTERS

5.1 Acceptance of the Advice of Receipts and Payments via BACS, set up by the Clerk and to
be authorised, the Council RESOLVED to accept the advice. Details of the Council’s balances
are shown at Appendix B. Action: Clerk

6. MASHAMSHIRE COMMUNITY OFFICE UPDATE

6.1 Sue thanked everyone involved in the preceding weekend’s VE Day celebration.

6.2 History tours of Masham going well.

6.3 Shop Local brochure and A4 maps due from the printers and would be distributed in the
coming week.

6.4 The two large maps are awaited but will replace the one in the market place (MPC
board) and the additional new one next to the bowling green honesty box.

6.5 Interactive maps soon to be available on visitmasham.com website with an intended
completion date of end of August and it is hoped that there will be some explanatory
sessions for local businesses to communicate the finer details of what benefits the maps can
provide.

6.6. Website development to position Masham as a Peculier fun day out is almost complete.

7. HIGH STREET BID & FUNDING

7.1 Clir Johnson advised that the new planters are in place around the town. It is hoped
that, ongoing, businesses and/or individuals will take responsibility for the upkeep of the
planters for years to come.

7.2 CliIr Johnson advised that David Broadley had offered to take members of the Parish
Council on the history tour to demonstrate the service being offered as part of the ‘Peculier
Masham’ drive, to raise the town’s profile. Action Clir Johnson

7.3 ClIr Pickard questioned the end date for the funded project. Sue suggested that she
thought it was the 31 December but that MCO were currently trying to coordinate efforts
within the local business community to maximise the potential of the increased profile and
momentum created by the project and funding.

8. SHOOTING HOLME DRAINAGE

8.1 Clir Ellis and Cllr Weatherill had met with a water diviner and managed to identify a
number of drains and their routes, including some of which there was no previous knowledge.
The next stage required is to detail these drains on a larger scale map for future reference.
Action: Clerk, Clir Ellis.

9. MASHAM FLOOD PREVENTION

10.

9.1 ClIr Broadley reported that she has heard nothing further from. Action NYC

9.2 ClIr Johnson read out part of the report from ClIr Felicity Cunliffe-Lister provided. Please
see item 14.

11.3 Clir Blades suggested that Swinney Beck should be cleared as it is silting up. Following
discussion it was RESOLVED to contact NYC in the first instance to request them to
clear/dredge the beck. Photos to be taken to send to NYC. Action: Clir Ellis, Clerk

TOWN CAR PARKING & FOOTFALL

10.1 Clir Pickard confirmed that he had provided wording for MCO Newsletter to
encourage the use of the long stay car park for car park users intending to be parked longer
than 3 hours.



11. MASHAM MARKET

11.1 ClIr Grainger advised that all traders appear happy though the preceding weekend’s
market was slightly quieter.

11.2 ClIr Grainger introduced a stallholder who requested to have a presence every Sunday
in the marketplace. Following discussion, it was RESOLVED that it would not be appropriate
to have a single stallholder (selling refreshments) on a Sunday due, in part, to setup costs for
MPC. It was suggested that the stallholder could approach Masham Town Hall as an
alternative.

11.3 Clir Johnson advised that there had been a request for St Paul’s Church (Healey) to
have a stall on a fine day (weather). The Council RESOLVED to offer the Church a free stall
subject to confirmation of their insurance being in place and on the condition that they liaise
with the Market Superintendent in a timely manner.

12. NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

12.1 Clir Pickard informed the Council that following a meeting about the NP, it wasn’t yet
clear what outstanding elements of the project would attract funding from NYC. Clarification
has been sought from NYC. Action ClIr Pickard, Howard Mountain

13. NYCLOCAL PLAN

13.1 ClIr Pickard advised that Howard Mountain had been able to submit a report on behalf of
MPC.

14. UPDATE FROM COUNCILLOR FELICITY CUNLIFFE- LISTER

14.1 Update can be viewed at:

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1cVusASxCcNLDgOdD3I iDWKMW  71E1P/edit?usp
=sharing&ouid=104671241217414539581&rtpof=true&sd=true

14.2 Clir Pickard questioned whether Silver Street road surface was due to be resurfaced or
merely repaired. ClIr Felicity Cunliffe-Lister was not aware. Clir Place also noted that both
the footpath and road from Red Lane round to the Theakston Brewery were also in need of
resurfacing and noted it represented the only route for the resident of Maple Creek to the
doctors and shops in the town.

14.3 The matter of the public conveniences was raised again. NYC are currently offering
MPC £3,500 per annum for the cleaning and re-stocking of the public conveniences. Clir
Felicity Cunliffe-Lister noted that this wouldn’t probably quite be sufficient to cover the cost,
but represented a significant contribution towards them. There is a risk that an agreement is
not reached, then it may be necessary to close the facility.

14.4 Clir Pickard questioned if there was an update on the straightening of the Swinney
Bridge by NYC. ClIr Felicity Cunliffe-Lister suggested that the project would go ahead but
would not have additional funding for extra work (flood prevention). Clir Pickard requested
that, when the works were undertaken, MPC work with Swinton Estate to try and facilitate
the small amount of work required for this purpose.

PUBLIC INTERVAL

A member of the public requested that the willow tree behind the pavilion is crown-lifted. Clir
Pickard suggested that consideration be given to removing the tree in it’s entirety due to it
causing significant drain blockage issues. Investigation into the responsibility for the tree to be
undertaken. Action: Cllr Johnson, Clir Place, Clerk
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In addition the member of the public also noted that the epicormic growth on the Avenue trees
may require further attention.

Both of the above matters to be discussed with the Swinton Estate at the next meeting. Action:
Clir Johnson, CliIr Place, Clerk.

A second member of the public raised the issue of potholes between the fuel station and the
allotments entrance on the A6108. These are noted on NYC website.

Additionally the same member of the public raised the issue of a bush overgrowing the
pavement on Silver Street outside number 16. Action: Clir Place to liaise with her contact with
the owners.

A third member of the public raised the issue of potential spending of Commuted Sums,
currently allocated to the Oaks Play Park and Swinton Lodge area. It was again confirmed that
currently NYC are reviewing the proposed location of spending. Clir Felicity Cunliffe-Lister
reiterated that the portion of funding, for Swinton Lodge, may have been misallocated and the
next nearest suitable location, for the proposed spend, is the area next to the play park on The
Oaks. ClIr Pickard also confirmed that currently MPC have no power to spend the funds but
would hope to have some input into North Yorkshire Council’s plans.

15. HIGHWAYS MATTERS

15.1 Clir Johnson confirmed that signage showed Silver Street would be closed on the 8"
August for repair works to the road surface.

15.2 ClIr Grainger requested a speed check on the A6108. Action Clerk

15.3 CllIr Ellis reiterated the need for paths to be cleared around Masham in particular the
path towards Piper Hall and the Swinton road, which haven’t been swept for more than a
year. Clerk to progress with Highways at NYC. Action Clerk.

15.4 Clir Weatherill reiterated the potential issue posed by the prominent drain on the
corner before you go over the bridge on the A6108, travelling into Masham. David Scurrah
confirmed that the matter had been reported and he continues to request updates from
NYC. Action Clerk

16. Outdoor Maintenance Contract Tender 2026-2029

16.1 Cllr Place, explained that the tender for three seasons starting in April 1%, would require
re-writing to include the recreation ground, Tittybottle Park, Dixon Keld steps, the Shooting
Holme, all the grass cutting around Masham, the NYC splays and built in flexibility for ad-hoc
works.

16.2 Additionally Clir Place noted that, as has been previously suggested, that the Market Square
planters (Summer & Winter) also need to go out to tender.

16.3 Clir Broadley questioned the inclusion of outlying villages and ClIr Place confirmed that they
are to be included in the tender invitations.

16.4 It was agreed that a working party of Councillors should be tasked with reviewing and
updating the current schedule of works. Action: Clirs Place, Pickard, Ellis and Weatherill.

17. Tittybottle Park & Market Place Inspection

17.1 Clir Place had undertaken the June inspection and report. Some works had been
undertaken as a matter of urgency (a loose capping slate in TP and excessive leaf litter on
the paths).



18.

19.

20.

21

17.2 Clir Grainger & ClIr Place had both undertaken reports shortly before the meeting.
Matters arising from the inspection included: Warning signs on the top gate require cleaning
and the sign at the top of the steps has graffiti on it, gate closer is missing, DK steps having
already been cleared had significant amounts of leaf litter following high winds. Cllr Grainger
suggested that the steps could benefit from being blown again. Action: Clir Place

17.3 ClIr Place advised that she had had sight of the Litter Picker Contract and noted that
included in the duties for this role were the maintenance of the DK step and bus shelter.
Action: Clir Johnson.

17.4 Clir Place noted that there are a couple of soft pour areas, within the Play Park, that
are splitting and will require attention. Action: Clerk

17.5 ClIr Place also noted that there two or three branches over the play area that needs
removing. Action Clir Place

17.6 The willow tree at the bottom of the steps had been reported by several people as
hanging too low. The Council RESOLVED to ask Will Benson for a price for trimming the
lower hanging growth to a safe height and scheduled for autumn/winter after leaf fall.
Action: Clir Place

17.7 On the marketplace cobbled outer ring, sections are breaking up outside Ryder Arch
and Johnny Baghdad’s. Action: Monitor on inspection reports.

17.8 Pot holes still remain on the west end of the marketplace car park and are increasing in
number and size (currently four). Work to be undertaken as soon as possible. Action Clir
Johnson.

17.9 Cllr Blades suggested that there is a need for more benches in the children’s play area
on the rec. The Council RESOLVED to await request for memorial benches and suggest this
site in the future.

17.10 One of the bumper protectors is torn at the car charging point. Suppliers have been
informed.

17.11 Clir Place advised that 3 quotes had been received for the repair works to the cobbles
opposite the King’s Head. The Council RESOLVED to accept Ben Rodney’s quote (under item
21).

17.12 Clir Pickard agreed to undertake the checks for August.

BUS STOP ATM

18.1 David Scurrah advised the Council that the ATM supplier contract was dues for renewal
on the 12 August. The Council RESOLVED to let the contract roll over.

FINGER POST SIGNS

19.1 CllIr Johnson confirmed that he would remove the out of date vinyls from the Finger Post
sign. Quotes for repainting are being sought. Action Clir Johnson

RECREATIONAL FACILITY OF OLDER TEENAGERS

20.1 As per the public interval notes (above). NYC is currently considering the proposed
location of the Commuted Sums spend which is currently proposed for Swinton Lodge. No
further proposals can be made at this point, until that matter is resolved.

. OUTDOOR MAINTENANCE

See item 17.11



22. CLERKS REPORT

21.1 The defibrillator battery for the unit outside Bordar House Teas has been confirmed as
faulty and replaced by the Clerk.

21.2 Clirs Place & Pickard have reduced the files stored in the Clerk’s filing cabinets,
significantly for which the Clerk is most grateful. Some documentation to be transported to
Northallerton to County Records.

21.3 ClIr Place had confirmed the replacement of the repaired bench outside Bordar House
Teas.

21.4 Following the end of the required period for the public’s right to call for an election,
notices will be placed for the Councillor Vacancy by Co-option.

21.5 David Scurrah confirmed to the Council (following ClIr Pickard’s question in July) that
NYC had paid for the grass cutting of splays and the next invoices to be raised for this years
works will be at the end of the grass cutting season.

23. DATE OF NEXT MEETING

28.1 Monday 1°t September, 2025

CLOSURE: The Meeting closed at 20:57
Dated 20/08/2025

To view our General Privacy Notice please go to https://www.mashamparishcouncil.com/qdpr.html
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