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MASHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
Mashamshire Community Office, Little Market Place, Masham, Ripon, HG4 4DY 

Office hours: Monday 13:00-15:00 & Wednesday 11:00-15:00  
Tel: 01765 680205 

E-mail: mashamparishclerk@gmail.com 
 

Chair: Councillor Ian Johnson – Vice Chair: Councillor Jane Place - Clerk to the Council: David Scurrah 
 

MINUTES OF THE MASHAM PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF 6th October, 2025 
 

PRESENT: 
 

Parish Council: Cllr Ian Johnson (Chair), Cllr Jane Place (Vice Chair), Cllr Flo Grainger, Cllr John Ellis, Cllr 
Rosemary Blades, Cllr Ben Rodney, Cllr Peter Weatherill, Cllr Colin Barker, Cllr Melanie St John Lewis, 
Cllr Neil Pickard with David Scurrah (Parish Clerk).  
 
Present: 5 Members of Public (MoP). 
 

1. APOLOGIES 
 

Cllr Robert Greensit, Cllr Val Broadley 
 
2. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
 

None declared 
 

3. APROVAL OF THE MINUTES 
 

3.1 Minutes of the Monthly Meeting held 1st September, 2025. It was proposed by Cllr Place 
and seconded by Cllr Ellis that the Minutes be formally approved as a true and accurate record 
and for the Chair to sign. All those at the meeting and who were present voted in favour. 
Action: CLERK. 

 
4. PLANNING MATTERS 
 

4.1  25/01793/FUL PROPOSAL: The proposed works are intended to address safeguarding 

and structural concerns and meet the standards set out in the DfE's Technical Annex 2B and 

Secured by Design (SBD) guidance. All existing fencing and gates with the exception of the 

original wrought iron fencing and gates to Millgate will be taken down and removed from 

site. It is proposed to install a 2.7m high powder-coated welded mesh fencing system with 

matching gates to the north and east boundaries. Additionally, a 1.8m high inner welded 

mesh fence and gate will be installed behind the existing listed wrought iron boundary along 

Millgate, maintaining its visual presence while improving security for the Early Years area. 

The main pedestrian gate will be replaced with a 1.8m welded mesh gate and side panel, 

fitted with a maglock and Paxton (or similar) video intercom system. A hydraulic closer will 

ensure the gate secures automatically. These measures will significantly enhance site 

security and safeguarding. Prevent absconding by vulnerable pupils. Deter unauthorised 

access and anti-social behaviour. Support a safe learning environment for all users. Funding 

for these essential improvements has been secured via a successful School Condition 

Allocation (SCA) bid awarded in April 2025 through the Diocese of Leeds. The Council 

RESOLVED to support the application. 
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4.2 Additional Planning Matters – Appendix A 

o 25/03370/S106 Having noted the application on the weekly list of planning 
applications, the Council strongly objects to the request to remove obligation to 
provide affordable within this development. The six houses currently planned form 
part of the neighbourhood plan and would provide much needed affordable housing 
in Masham. Action: Clerk 
 

5.  FINANCIAL MATTERS 

5.1    Acceptance of the Advice of Receipts and Payments via BACS, set up by the Clerk and to 
be authorised, the Council RESOLVED to accept the advice. Details of the Council’s balances 
are shown at Appendix B. Action: Clerk 

6.  MASHAMSHIRE COMMUNITY OFFICE UPDATE 
 

A Trustee of the Community Office attended the meeting. They were able to confirm that 
currently there appears to be stability in terms of staffing and they currently have 
approximately 60 volunteers. There are also increasing requests from NYC for services 
including their input into community transport. MCO also noted that, funding is scarce and 
they would prefer to know as soon as possible if MPC are likely to make a contribution to 
their running costs. At this time MPC need to produce a budget for the remainder of this 
year 
 

7.  HIGH STREET BID & FUNDING 
 

7.1   Cllr Johnson advised that the budget for the high street plan is on target. Various items 
are still ongoing and completion of the project is due at the end of December, 2025. 

 
8.    SHOOTING HOLME DRAINAGE 
 

9.1  Cllr Ellis confirmed that the water diviner is away currently. He now has the large maps 
required to record details of the pipes to be identified, for future reference. Action: Cllr Ellis.  
9.2  Cllr Grainger questioned the works to level off part of the Shooting Holme near the 
carpark. MPC had not been consulted but the works had been competed before it was seen. 
9.3 It was noted that the ground remains uneven at the back edge of the Shooting Holme, 
between the river and the school entrance. Area to be rolled flat. Action: Cllr Rodney. 

 
9.    MASHAM FLOOD PREVENTION 
 

9.1  Cllr Johnson confirmed that NYC have offered “L” flood prevention barriers but require 
them to be collected from Malton.  Cllrs Johnson & Ellis to collect. Action Cllr Johnson, Cllr 
Ellis. 
9.2  Cllr Place noted that Cllr Broadly had written to NYC to request a Winter walkthrough, 
prior to winter. She was currently not aware of a response. 
9.3  Cllr Johnson advised that MPC still await a delivery of sand bags from NYC. They have been 
ordered.  
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10.   CHRISTMAS LIGHTS 
 

10.1  Cllr John confirmed that he had received a request from the MCLA for approval for a 
£1,000 spend on Christmas light repairs and replacement.  The Council RESOLVED to seel 
written confirmation that any lighting would conform to NYC guidelines for suspension on 
lampposts, in order to protect the pledged sums and before agreeing to further support. 
 

11.    TOWN CAR PARKING & FOOTFALL 

11.1   Cllr St John Lewis asked if there had been an uplift in car parking honesty box 

donations in contrast to last year. It was discussed that it would be very difficult to draw any 

comparison due to the variation in summer weather, the TV coverage and the Mayoral 

Highstreet Funding elements being different in 2025 to any other year. Action: Cllr Johnson 

11.2  The Council further discussed the suggested parking fee and RESOLVED to increase it to 

£2 for all car parks. New signage to be ordered with a spend limit of £400 for all signage 

required. Action: Cllr Place 

12.   MASHAM MARKET 
 

12.1    Cllr Johnson suggested that the Council consider the application made by Casa Mia to 
stand on the Market on a Wednesday to sell Italian bakery products. The Council RESOLVED 
to support the application. Action: Cllrs Grainger, Johnson & Clerk.  
 
12.2  Cllr Grainger informed the Council that the market traders group had suggested a 

series of dates for Sunday markets in the 2026 season. 17th May, 2026, 7th June, 21st June, 5th 

Jul, 19th July, 2nd August, 16th August 6th September. The Council RESOLVED to accept those 

dates. 

PUBLIC INTERVAL 

 
A member of the public noted that the road grit box, opposite the fire station was empty. 

They also mentioned that many paths still require sweeping and various road marking issues 

including the designated police space, Post Office parking. Contact and clarification to be 

sought from NYC and updates required on works already confirmed by them. Action: Clerk 

 

13.    NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 

13.1    Cllr Pickard confirmed that the NP documentation had been forwarded onto the 
Council. This included the Design Code as written by ACOM, the policy intentions document 
and the Neighbourhood Plan Consultation questionnaire. He also confirmed that the 
committee were to meet in the following days to discuss how to distribute the 
questionnaire. A coffee morning was planned for the 25th October to assist in the promotion 
of the need to complete as many questionnaires as possible. The Parish Council RESOLVED 
to accept the documents as presented. 
 

 

14. NYC LOCAL PLAN 
 
 No update available. 
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15.  UPDATE FROM COUNCILLOR FELICITY CUNLIFFE- LISTER 

Please read the update on various matters from Councillor Felicity Cunliffe-Lister on the link 

below.  

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1roeukfs-

_nhkcKnBWwCYKtBdPwAJvOxD/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=104671241217414539581&rtpof=tr

ue&sd=true 

15.1 During the update, Cllr Cunliffe-Lister question the current thoughts of the Council 
about the public toilets which NYC are seeking to divest. It was RESOLVED that costings and 
upkeep would be need to be analysed in detail before a decision could be made as to an 
appropriate payment from NYC to MPC in order for them to take over responsibility for the 
facility. Action: Cllr Rodney 
 
15.2 MPC discussed the issues of bins still being left on the path along Thorpe Road. The 
Council requested that NYC enforce the rules for the use of these bins, which must be kept 
on the user’s property except on the day of collection. Action: Cllr Felicity Cunliffe-Lister 
 
15.3 Cllr Weatherill noted that damage continues to be made to the verges, utility service 
covers and footpaths at the junction between Common Head Lane and Fearby Road. Action: 
Cllr Felicity Cunliffe-Lister, Clerk  
 

16.   HIGHWAYS MATTERS 
 

16.1    See note above. 
 
17.   WINTER MAINTENANCE 2025-2026 
 

17.1 Having discussed the requirement for path clearance in icy/snowy conditions the 
Council RESOLVED to request clarification from NYC as to which areas they are actually going 
to clear, grit etc. Action: Clerk 
 

18.   TITTYBOTTLE PARK & MARKET PLACE INSPECTION 
 

18.1  It was noted that Cllr Pickard had completed the August inspection and put the report 
in the Clerk’s drawer. Cllr Ellis had undertaken the September inspection. Cllr Grainger to 
undertake the October inspection. Action: Cllr Grainger   
 
18.2 Cllr Blades requested clarification on what was to happen with the Parish Council 
planters this winter. The Council RESOLVED to pay for replanting and Cllr Blades was 
prepared to purchase them and put them in. Action: Cllr Blades 
 

19.    COMMUTED SUMS FUNDS ALLOCATION 
 

19.1  Cllr Johnson confirmed that the funds previously allocated to Swinton Lodge have been 
re-allocated to the Oaks. The current Commuted Sums statement can be viewed here: 
 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZPxHBjc9xm8rzUIoDGOuBk_sRITSs6_E/view?usp=sharing 
 
Masham Parish Council would welcome suggestions at to the proposed use of these funds 
and will forward them to NYC for their consideration, upon receipt. 
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20.  OUTDOOR MAINTENANCE – INCLUDING WILLOW TREE 
 
20.1   Cllr Johnson confirmed that he had spoken to the tree surgeon who has made an 
application to NYC to undertake the proposed works (crown lift and branch removed) to the 
Willow Tree. He awaits their response. 
 
20.2   Whilst undertaking the discussions with reference to the Willow tree, the Council 
RESOLVED to request that meetings with the Swinton Estate be minuted. This will be first item 
on the agenda at the next Swinton Estate meeting. Action: Clerk 
 
20.3   Cllr place informed the Council that the current contractor for outdoor works is unable 
to continue to undertake any further work for personal reasons. Additionally, she listed 
various areas around Masham that will require moss removal, leaf clearance etc. in the near 
future and so an interim solution must be sought. It is believed that a current service provider 
may be available for the small jobs required. Cllr Johnson to confirm. Action Cllr Johnson. 
 
20.4   Cllr Rodney was requested to undertake the works to fit the handrail on the steps in 
Dixon Keld park. He agreed to complete the works before the next meeting. Action: Cllr 
Rodney 
 
20.5   Cllr Johnson highlighted the fact that MPC must give Bordar House Teas, one month’s 
notice to remove the tables to allow cobble cleaning and repairs to be undertaken in the 
coming winter months. As soon as a service supplier and date for the works is agreed, 
notification will be made. Action:  Cllr Johnson, Cllr Place, Clerk     

 
21. SOCIAL MEDIA POLICY 
 

21.1  Cllr St John Lewis asked if the wording of the policy was appropriate for “termination of 
employment”. It was RESOLVED to amend the wording.  Action: Clerk 
 
21.2   Cllr St John Lewis also questioned how members of the public and Councillors use, post 
and interact with individuals on the Facebook pages. The remaining Councillors all agreed to 
be mindful of the tone and content of postings on Social Media. 
 
21.3  The Council RESOLVED to accept the Social Media Policy subject to the two amendments 
referencing “termination of employment” and the addition of the wording “elected 
members”. Action: Clerk   

 
22.   CLERKS REPORT 
  

22.1  David Scurrah noted that during the discussions of the meeting, Area 6 had been 
mentioned as a point of contact. Having sent a lengthy email he was advised that all reports 
for work requirement by NYC must now go through the portal. 
 
22.2  David reported that he had spent a large proportion of the month keying in all financial 
information into the new Alpha software. The resulting cashbook and monthly reports are 
available for Councillors to view but they do not replace the upcoming expenditure 
spreadsheet which will continue to be produced monthly. They do however offer a clear 
insight into the current financial position.  
 
22.3 David also confirmed that WJPS have ordered the “masham-pc.gov.uk” domain, in 
preparation new email system and website. He had also advised them (WJPS) that the 
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Council would consider the logo at a future date as there is some disparity between decision 
makers about how to progress it in the short term and time available. 
 
22.4 Common Head Lane - reinstating the signage is still ongoing. Having spoken to NYC, it is 
apparent that they wish to undertake their own survey to confirm what is, in their view, a 
change in name for that road. They have requested that we send them copies of the letters 
we have had signed by the affected residents. 
 
22.5 A request has also come in from a member of the public with reference to the annual 
firework display. MPC usually donate the cost of the insurance for the event. Subsequently, 
it was discovered that the PC insurance appears to cover a firework display. An email with 
details of the request for consideration had been forwarded to all Councillors. Further 
investigation to be undertaken. 
 
22.6  A member of the public had requested to place a memorial plaque on one of the MPC 
benches and David Scurrah confirmed that it had been agreed by email. 

 
23. EMPLOYMENT MATTERS (PUBLIC EXCLUSION) 
 

See separate minutes. 
   

24.   DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 

26.1 Monday 6th October, 2025 
 

CLOSURE: The Meeting closed at 21:17 
Dated 24/10/2025 
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