MASHAM PARISH COUNCIL
Mashamshire Community Office, Little Market Place, Masham, Ripon, HG4 4DY
Office hours: Monday 13:00-15:00 & Wednesday 11:00-15:00
Tel: 01765 680205
E-mail: mashamparishclerk@gmail.com

Chair: Councillor lan Johnson — Vice Chair: Councillor Jane Place - Clerk to the Council: David Scurrah

MINUTES OF THE MASHAM PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF 7*" July 2025

PRESENT:

Parish Council: ClIr lan Johnson (Chair), Clir Flo Grainger, ClIr John Ellis, Clir Neil Pickard, Cllr Peter
Weatherill, Clir Val Broadley, Clir Ben Rodney, ClIr Colin Barker, County ClIr Felicity Cunliffe-Lister (from
item 15 — 17) with David Scurrah (Parish Clerk).

Present: 14 Members of Public (MoP).
1. APOLOGIES

Clir Rosemary Blades, ClIr Jane Place (Vice Chair), Clir Robert Greensit

2. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS

None declared

3. APROVAL OF THE MINUTES

3.1 Minutes of the Monthly Meeting held 2™ June, 2025. It was proposed by CllIr Pickard and
seconded by ClIr Ellis that the Minutes be formally approved as a true and accurate record
and for the Chair to sign. All those at the meeting and who were present voted in favour.
Action: CLERK.

4. PLANNING MATTERS

4.1 25/01717/TPO Location: 49 The Oaks Masham North Yorkshire HG4 4DT: Proposal:
Works to 3no Ash (T1, T2, T3) subject to Tree Preservation Order 64/2004 G2 5ash1syc:
lateral reduction of western canopy overhanging property by 2 metres (up to 15 metres
vertical height) to retain 3-4 metres radial canopy spread post pruning. Due to nuisance
being caused to neighbour from bird droppings. The Council RESOLVED to respond with
“No Objection” to NYC.

4.2 25/01540/DVCON Location: Firth House Farm Haregill Bank High Ellington North
Yorkshire HG4 4PR Proposal: Section 73 application for the variation of Condition 2 of
Planning Permission 21/05079/FUL (Conversion of 4 traditional agricultural buildings
into 3 residential units and ancillary garage and storage space) to allow for revised
curtilages and parking provision. The Council RESOLVED to respond with “The Council
Supports the Application” and confirm comments made in response to the previous
application to NYC.

4.3 25/01592/FUL Location: Workshop Rear Of Wensleydale Garage Leyburn Road
Masham North Yorkshire Proposal: Demolition of existing workshop and ancillary
buildings and erection of replacement workshop. Conversion of detached stone
workshop to form studio and alterations to fenestration. The Council RESOLVED to
respond with “No Objection” to NYC.

4.4 25/01794/LB Location : Masham Church Of England Primary School Market Place
Masham North Yorkshire HG4 4EG Proposal : Listed building consent application for
works to address safeguarding and structural concerns and meet the standards set out


mailto:mashamparishclerk@gmail.com

in the DfE’s Technical Annex 2B and Secured by Design (SBD) guidance. Works to include
all existing fencing and gates with the exception of the original wrought iron fencing and
gates to Millgate to be taken down and removed from site. Installation of a 2.7m high
powder-coated welded mesh fencing system with matching gates to the north and east
boundaries. Installation of 1.8m high inner welded mesh fence and gate will be installed
behind the existing listed wrought iron boundary along Millgate. Replacement of main
pedestrian gate will be replaced with a 1.8m welded mesh gate and side panel, fitted
with a maglock and Paxton (or similar) video intercom system. The Council RESOLVED to
respond with “The Council Supports the Application” to NYC.

e Additional Planning Matters — Appendix A

4.5 TPO 25/01262/TPO Location: 3 Swinburn Court Masham North Yorkshire HG4 4H)
PROPOSAL: Lateral reduction (by up to 1m from roadside) of 2no. Cherry (T1 and T2) of
Provisional Tree Preservation Order 20/2025, and lateral reduction (by up to 1m from
property boundary) — Granted

5. FINANCIAL MATTERS

5.1 Acceptance of the Advice of Receipts and Payments via BACS, set up by the Clerk and to
be authorised, the Council RESOLVED to accept the advice. Details of the Council’s balances
are shown at Appendix B. Action: Clerk

5.2 ClIr Pickard enquired as to the receipt of funds from NYC for Grass cutting for the 2024
season and subsequently the 2025 season. Clerk to confirm and raise the necessary invoices
to NYC. Action Clerk

7. MASHAMSHIRE COMMUNITY OFFICE UPDATE

7.1 Sue Palin highlighted to most relevant sections of the report, available to view at:

https://drive.google.com/file/d/19y 1Zz0neWXep7Y7rbxgT6Wt1KAWS5m2X/view?usp=shari
ng

7.2 The defibrillator outside (to the rear of Bordar House Teas) has been removed from “The
Circuit” due to an apparent failure of the battery. David Scurrah is currently liaising with the
supplier of the recent battery in order to reinstate as soon as possible. Action Clerk

7.3 Discussion was undertaken about the proposed siting of HSF (High Street Fund) signs
including a large one mirroring the large marketplace version, by Rob Blades (local artist).
The Council resolved to approve the placement next to the honesty box, close to the
bowling club (including placement approval from Swinton Estate) and a plaque to be fixed to
the bus stop shelter commemorating a local character. Action: Clir Johnson, Clerk, MCO

8. HIGH STREET BID & FUNDING

8.1 MCO are leading the drive to fulfil the requirements of the bid and place various maps,
interactive maps, trails and signage around Masham in order to promote the town. Various
groups have been formed in order to undertake the various projects.

8.2 Yorkshire day is being planned and organised and information relating to the events of
the day to be published. Action MCO

8.3 ClIr Johnson noted that there is a strong appreciation of the quality of the booklet (The
Insiders’ Guide) produced by Susan Briggs and questioned the funding for the printing
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thereof. Susan had, since the last meeting, MCO representative explained that, as it was
produced prior to the successful bid, it was felt that funding from HSF could not be applied.
See Item 21.

9. LONG COURSE WEEKEND

9.1 ClIr Pickard confirmed that following the two meetings the LCW organisers had decided
to cancel the event citing a lack of local support.

9.2 ClIr Broadley suggest that fundraising for those organisations that have lost out, as a
result of the cancellation of the event, could be undertaken.

9.3 ClIr Johnson asked for a vote on whether the Council would support the event in the
future, should it be possible to reinstate it in years to come. The Council voted unanimously

in favour to support the event.

10. SHOOTING HOLME DRAINAGE

10.1 Clir Ellis is still awaiting a meeting with his water diviner contact who is away, currently
and it was noted that due to a lack of rain, it would make finding the water course difficult if
not impossible, currently. Action: Clir Ellis.

11. MASHAM FLOOD PREVENTION

11.1 Cllr Broadley reported that NYC have offered to provide flood control barriers. A date
for delivery is yet to be set and those who may use the barriers will also require training (date
to be set also). Action NYC

11.2  ClIr Broadley also questioned which Councillors were on the automated flood alert,
particularly for Swinney Beck. Investigation into how to register to be undertaken. Action: Clir
Broadley

12. TOWN CAR PARKING & FOOTFALL

12.1 ClIr Johnson confirmed that the PC’s current policy is to encourage people to use the

long stay car parking for people staying more than 3 hours. Clir Pickard to produce wording

for inclusion on Masham Community Office newsletter/website to encourage the use of the
long stay car park where appropriate. Action ClIr Pickard

12.2 Clir Johnson confirmed that he will try and contact walking groups using the market
square to request that they use the long stay car park when undertaking longer and/or
organised walks. Action Clir Johnson

13. MASHAM MARKET

13.1 ClIr Grainer advised that all traders appear happy and report an increase in footfall, in
part possibly as a result of the P & V story on Channel 4.

13.2 MCO requested (via email) to have a stall on two Sunday markets to raise awareness
of the charity and the services it offers. The Council RESOLVED to offer free stalls to MCO,
dates to be advised.



13.3 Clir Johnson advised that the trolley used for the market is beyond repair. He
proposed that the Council would purchase a second-hand, more robust version from one of
the market stall holder. The Council resolved to approve the purchase for £150 and make
any necessary repairs or improvements. Action: Cuncillor Johnson.

13.4 PC Alison Swan confirmed that due to resource shortages, the regular Police report is
no longer something that they can provide.

13.5 ClIr Broadley asked if there was still such a resource know as an Architect Liaison
Office. PC Swan said that she believed there was and would confirm as soon as possible.

Action: PC Swan

14. NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

14.1 Clir Pickard informed the Council that funding for the continuation of the
neighbourhood plan has ceased. Clarification on funding for the remaining stages of the plan
is being sought from the local authority, but it is likely that MPC will be asked to fund smaller
elements in order to complete the project. Action Clir Pickard, Howard Mountain

15. NYCLOCAL PLAN

15.1 ClIr Pickard provided statistics about the Masham population demographic and second
homes/holiday lets. He also advised that Masham is likely to be moved down one tier of the
categories defined by NYC to a Neighbourhood Service Centre (Tier 4). He believes this will
positively affect the town in terms of a manageable development rate and more closely reflects
the views of Masham residents. Action: ClIr Pickard to request Howard Mountain to reply on
behalf of MPC.

PUBLIC INTERVAL

A member of the public (business owner) confirmed their support for the LCW and voiced their
disappointment that a minority of views had succeeded in playing a significant part in the event
being cancelled. It was hoped by them that the event returns another year, in the near future.

The chair of the MCLA attended with several volunteers. Following discussions about the budget
MPC has available to and power to spend, it was RESOLVED by the Council to make a one off
contribution for the putting up and taking down of the Xmas lights in 2025/6 to the MCLA of £4k
on the understanding that this will provide the experience of putting up the lights in view of
current regulations and restrictions.

Following lengthy discussion, it was confirmed that currently NYC are reviewing the proposed
location of spending for commuted sums. There were points for and against the provision of a
pump track or other developments in the Oaks play area and adjoining plot however, NYC
currently are reviewing the sites for the funding available.

16. UPDATE FROM COUNCILLOR FELICITY CUNLIFFE- LISTER

16.1 Update can be viewed at:

https://docs.google.com/document/d/10A7NYN3FOOBSdEeT6-
12c9FwW96IRKQL8/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=104671241217414539581&rtpof=true&sd=true
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22.

23.

HIGHWAYS MATTERS

17.1 ClIr Johnson advised that a member of the public had questioned the time taken for
the repairs to Lower Burn Bridge when Bainbridge (bridge) had been repaired more quickly.
ClIr Felicity Cunliffe-Lister advised that the reason Bainbridge bridge had been repaired was
because of the road classification being higher (major road).

17.2 ClIr Johnson advised that several members of the public had questioned why the
temporary tarmac repairs to several damaged kerb stones around the market place had not
been reinstated, subsequently, with kerb stones as original. Action: Clir Felicity Cunliffe-
Lister

TITTYBOTTLE PARK

18.1 ClIr Grainger confirmed she had yet to undertake the inspection of the Park, Market Place
and Dixon Keld steps but would do so in the coming days. Action: Clir Grainger

DOG WASTE BINS

19.1 David Scurrah confirmed that Councillor Place had researched dog waste bins and had
found some that match the size of the original bins, were a standard size for bags used to
empty and have a corrosion warranty. The Council RESOLVED to purchase 4 at a cost of £149
each plus carriage. Action: Clerk

FINGER POST SIGNS

20.1 ClIr Johnson has asked for quotes to repaint the finger post signs. David Scurrah to
establish when the current term of four years is complete and will approach businesses
wishing to renew their subscription and potential new subscribers. Action Clir Johnson, Clerk

INSIDER BROCHURE

21.1 Cllr Johnson tabled a discussion about the funding of the Insider Brochure. MCO
representative confirmed that Susan Briggs had been asked if she would consider producing
a booklet within the HSF bid. At that point the offer was declined for a number of reasons.
Subsequently, Yorkshire Treasures (Susan Briggs’ business) produced and printed copies of
“The Insiders’ Guide”. Due to the fact that no part of the HSF included a budget for the
printing of the leaflet and it was not branded using the “Peculier” theme (also part of HSF),
MCO are unable to retrospectively claim from HSF for an item that was not in the original
bid. ClIr Pickard proposed that an application is made to the Locality Fund, via ClIr Felicity
Cunliffe-Lister. Action: Cllr Johnson, Clerk

ACCOUNTING SOFTWARE

22.1 David Scurrah confirmed that he had managed to get a quote for the accounting
software from Rialtas. Annual ongoing costs were comparable with other widely available
packages but Rialtas specialise in Local Government compliant products. The Council
RESOLVED to subscribe to the package at a cost of £ 1578.25 including the ongoing annual
cost of £490.25 and the first 3 months free. Action: Clerk

CHRISTMAS LIGHTS

23.1 Please see notes under Public Discussion.



24. DECORATIVE PLANTERS

22.2 Clir Johnson confirmed that he continues to progress the planters being purchased by
the Highstreet Fund (managed by MCO) having secured half barrel planters from Theakstons.
Action: Clir Johnson

25. RECREATIONAL FACILITY OF OLDER TEENAGERS

Please see Public Discussion section (above).

26. PARISH CARETAKER WORK

Reported to the Clerk in Clir Place’s absence:

26.1 Clir Place reported that emerging moss on the path in Tittybottle Park had already
been sprayed.

26.2 “Caution - Uneven Surface” notices have been placed in the planter bordering the
area of cobbles which have become uneven, prior to permanent repairs being made.

26.3 Clir Place noted that the potholes in the market square have yet to be filled.

26.4 It was noted that the pavement up the bank, opposite the Victoria fountain, requires
sweeping/cleaning. ClIr Johnson suggested that he may be able to gather a works party to
clear. Action: Cllr Johnson

27. CLERK’S REPORT

27.1 David Scurrah advised that significant time had been spent in understanding the
apparent large uplift in spending in 2024/25. This was a requirement of the external audit.

27.2 For information there were approximately 400 emails received by the Clerk in the
period since the last meeting.

27.3 Statutory notices on the resignation of Councillor Gregg having been displayed, MPC
can now proceed with Co-option.

27.4 Defibrillator — David Scurrah made a random check on the defibrillator at the rear of
Bordar House Teas and noticed that it was not rescue ready. Furth investigation revealed
that the recently fitted battery appears to be faulty. Investigation ongoing.

27. CORRESPONDENCE FOR DISCUSSION.

27.1 ltems discussed above for MCO Sunday market stalls (x2) (See Item 13.2 above)

28. DATE OF NEXT MEETINGS

28.1 Monday 4th August, 2025

CLOSURE: The Meeting closed at 21:18pm.
Dated 23/07/2025

To view our General Privacy Notice please go to https://www.mashamparishcouncil.com/qdpr.html
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